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SIKH COMMUNITY — GURU NAVAK DEV JI — 550TH BIRTH ANNIVERSARY 

Statement by Minister for Citizenship and Multicultural Interests 

MR P. PAPALIA (Warnbro — Minister for Citizenship and Multicultural Interests) [2.45 pm]: I am pleased 
to bring to the attention of the house that today is the 550th birthday of Guru Nanak Dev Ji, the founder of Sikhism. 
The Sikh community of Western Australia joins around 20 million followers of Sikhism around the world in 
celebrating this milestone. Born in 1469, Guru Nanak became a religious innovator who led his followers to a life 
of working and earning by the “sweat of the brow”, living a family way of life and practising truthfulness and 
honesty in all their dealings. Perth is home to two Sikh temples, both active and with large, thriving communities, 
and I acknowledge the presence of their presidents in the public gallery. Australia’s most recent census indicated 
that close to 12 000 Western Australians identify as Sikhs. The Sikh community has made notable contributions 
to the development of this nation, from playing a key role in opening up the interior of Australia to their selfless 
service as Anzacs in World War I. Today, members of the Western Australian Sikh community continue to 
contribute to the state’s development and are active and successful in every field of endeavour. 

On 30 October 2019, it was an honour to celebrate the 550th birth anniversary of Guru Nanak here in 
Parliament House, with leaders and representatives of the Sikh community. At that event, which was organised by 
the Sikh Association of Western Australia and hosted by the member for Jandakot, Yaz Mubarakai, MLA, and the 
members for West Swan, Swan Hills and Southern River, we were enlightened by two prominent Sikh scholars 
who have travelled from India to Perth for the celebrations. On the morning of Saturday, 9 November, I also had 
the honour to represent the Premier at the start of public celebrations for Guru Nanak’s birth anniversary by joining 
a spectacular parade and celebration that started at the Supreme Court Gardens and finished at Forrest Chase. 
The parade, which was organised by Sikh Gurdwara Perth, attracted more than 2 000 participants and onlookers, 
and featured floats, performers and chants. 

I am pleased to advise that tonight, to celebrate the 550th birth anniversary of Guru Nanak Dev Ji, a number of 
buildings in Perth will be illuminated in orange, including Parliament House. I am sure that all members of the 
house will join me in wishing the Western Australian Sikh community much happiness and celebration for the 
birth anniversary of Guru Nanak. 
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